TICKET TO WRITE 

Tours let clients ditch the routine
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More travelers are spurning one-size-fits-all tours and looking for something more personal.

A personalized travel adventure can be something as simple as a kayak trip to a nearby lake you’ve seen only from the highway — or as involved as that three-week photo safari to southern Africa you’ve always dreamed of. 

Travelers who want to set up personalized travel adventures can find lots of help these days. A trusted travel agent is always a good place to start. There are also guides and experts who specialize in customized small-group travel to specific destinations. 

When Laurie Davis of Hilliard decided to book her dream safari, she turned to Clearly Africa, a South Africa-based company operated by veteran guides Marius Swart and Steve Roskelly. 

“I had gone initially to South Africa in 2002” on a large group tour, Davis said. “It was then I said ‘I’ll never ride again on a tour bus.’ ” 

For a return trip, Davis planned a completely personalized tour with Clearly Africa. She and three friends were accompanied by Swart, a South African and an experienced naturalist. Swart stayed with the group throughout their three-week visit, which included trips to wilderness areas in Botswana and Namibia. 

“What we have is not a contrived, organized show,” Swart said during a recent visit to Columbus. “We slow down to nature’s pace.” 

And the trips are planned with each individual guest’s interests in mind, he said.

“We try to develop a relationship with each guest,” Roskelly said. “That’s something you don’t get on a standard packaged tour. 

“Once you get a taste of the real Africa it kind of gets into your blood, especially with a good guide,” he said. “It’s kind of hard to shake.” 

Davis agreed. She’s planning to return — with Clearly Africa and Swart and Roskelly, who have become her friends.

But travelers don’t have to go to the veldt to get a custom adventure. Many such experiences are available close to home.

Patty Geiger, owner of Stepping Up and Out/Wellness Adventures for Women, arranges “rustic luxury” adventure trips to the Hocking Hills as well as to the mountains of western Maine. The trips “stretch women’s limits within a safe, comfortable environment,” Geiger said. 

“It’s an invitation to step outside your daily routine and leave all your troubles behind.”

The trips, with usually no more than five or six guests, might include kayaking, hiking, zip-lining or other outdoor activities depending on the desires and the abilities of the group, followed by yoga and a night at an inn. 

On some adventures, Geiger conducts a pre-trip “clinic” to help fine-tune the activities and goals.

“I try to design the trip to the skill level and desire of the group,” she said. “This is very individualized, very personal, very one-on-one. 

“I’m calling it ‘Create your own dream adventure.’ ” 

Upcoming trips including snowshoeing in Maine and backpacking in Ohio’s Zaleski State Forest, with a fine meal and comfortable bed at the end of each trail. 

“Maybe there’ll even be some wine around the campfire,” Geiger said.

But that’s completely up to the travelers. (I vote pinot noir.)

Steve Stephens is the Dispatch travel writer. He can be reached at 614-461-5201 or by e-mail. 

sstephens@dispatch.com
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